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Welcome  

This month has come and gone very quickly, for me a trip to Shetland 
taking in the classic car show and a week of fabulous driving, good food 
and good company. We started the holiday off with a stay with BODA 
member Mike Brookes who has been restoring a 403 this year, you may 
have read some of his reports detailing progress. 
 
A trip to a local car show on the way to the Shetland provided a major 
surprise, the 405 two door coupe owned by member Chris Wrightson 
which was created thirty or so years ago. 
This car represents an option which Bristol should themselves have 
offered. The car is beautifully proportioned and is resplendent in Bristol 
bright red  which shows the coach work to best effect. 
The car is fitted with the BB6 engine, an engine which was originally 
fitted to the unique 406S. The engine was changed early in the car’s life 
at 70000 miles, the original engine was rebuilt and fitted into the 405 
The BB6 engine was one of a short run of 2.2 litre sports engines. 
 
The Shetland car show was very different from the last time we visited, 
some eight years ago. The numbers were down and the marques on 
show represented a much later period. The 410, Armstrong Sidley, 
Hurricane and my XK were among the oldest cars on show ! 
 
I think the trend observed in Shetland is reflected in many meets and 
shows, perhaps a sign of the times It is so important that the club 
provides the opportunity for Bristol owners and their cars to meet and 
enjoy good company. I have realised that Bristol owners are all 
characters in their own right and often have interesting back stories, 
mix this up with the ownership of our idiosyncratic motor cars and fun 
is always to hand  
One of our members has proposed a meeting in the late summer, more 
of this as soon as we get more details 
 
Andy Gibbs, Paul Smith and Richard Sanderson  

June 2022 
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Chairs Bits 

As car lovers we all love a great gathering of like-minded individuals.  I have just returned from 
Goodwood and it brought back memories of the first sight I had of a Fighter in the metal.  It 
remains for me a great loss that this final attempt to resurrect the fortunes of the old company 
failed despite the reviews which suggest it was a good car.   

There are a number of events that members have identified in August and the potential of joining 
many others at Shelsley Walsh if people are interested.  We need members everywhere to 
identify events local  to them that others, local members or the club as a whole, might enjoy and 
we can then disseminate the information.   

A few members have agreed to act as local co-ordinators but we still need people in a number of 
areas so if you are prepared to support other members to get together to enjoy their cars please 
let us know and we will do whatever we can to support you.   

We now have the first car for the NEC stand for November, a 412 prototype but we are still 
looking to secure other cars, if you feel yours might be of interest or you are rightly proud of it 
please get in touch with John Tanner, see below. 

Pegasus continues to thrive and is, we hope supplying what you as members require.  If there are 
things you think we should look at, make sure you let the team know as we will consider all 
proposals even though we may not be able to deliver on them all. 

I hope to see some of you at events over the summer or autumn but if not keep enjoying all 
things Bristol. 

Mike Hallissey 

Membership Matters 

Welcome to New Members 

No new members this month! 

Note: If you have difficulties logging on to the BODA website don't hesitate to contact our 

membership secretary Jane Smith at memsec@bristoloda.org  

Jane Smith, Membership Secretary 

mailto:memsec@bristoloda.org
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Bristol 401 1951 NTF 633 Chassis No. 1045 - Rewiring 

Fitting a new wiring harness was a must as the old one was very tatty, it had random wires added 

and all cables had lost their colour. With the windscreen removed I could get access to the back 

of the dash.  

At Auto Sparks web site I put in my car model and then selected the add-ons I wanted which were 

Radio Feed, Electric Radiator Fan, Wiring for Indicators and Accessory Socket. At £568.45 this 

seemed a good buy. You down load the add-ons wiring diagrams. I scanned and enlarged the 

Bristol Wiring Diagram and produced a spreadsheet of all the cables with their origins, 

destinations and colours.   

There are 5 Terminal Blocks behind the Dash Panel for which I made a separate diagram. The new 

harnesses are not labelled or identified so it is a process of elimination which with the 

spreadsheet sorted in colour order wasn’t too difficult. The replacement harness is a little fatter 

in places due to the added options which entailed opening out some of the holes in the bulkhead 

and sheet metal. Simultaneously installing the new heater hoses and the new harnesses in the 

foot well proved a challenge.   

The steel dash panel was rusty and all the controls and cables were very dirty so a total strip 

down was required. After removing the wooden dash panels, removing the instruments for safe 

keeping, disconnecting the 4 Bowden cable controls and disconnecting the 5 Terminal Blocks the 

dash panel came away reasonably easily.   

I rewired most of the front of the dash panel on the bench then mounted it on temporary 

brackets which held it 10cm. off its final position. Most of the terminal block connections were 

straight forward but I was struggling with the numerous green cables until I coloured the diagram 

with a green pen which shed light on the problem.  I crimped all the bullet connectors used and 

also soldered the ends. I also bought a connector assembly tool. 

I dismantled all the instruments and the radio head to clean the inside of the glasses and dials. 

The harness for the instrument lights has special connectors and isn’t part of the harness kit so 

was restored and reused.  
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Bristol 401 Rewiring (contd.) 

I also left the old trafficator harness and interior light harness in situ under the headlining.  I fitted 

two small switch & warning light panels for the axillary equipment which are discreetly set back 

from the original facia. The harness replacement probably took me 50 hours. Doing the job on a 

stripped down car makes the job quite straight forward. I am currently  waiting to get the car 

back from painting. 

 

It is easy to see Bristol were aircraft manufacturers. 

 

Dashboard mounted on temporary brackets for ease of assembly. 

Clive Perry, June 2022 
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Spares 

Exhaust Systems 

Thanks to one of our members who has trialled a new supply of stainless steel exhaust systems 

for 2 litre cars, we can now supply a complete set for £525 plus p&p. The supplier has produced 

an exhaust box which is a very similar length to the original, this will be an additional £20 when 

supplies become available. 

Postal cost are high due to the overall length of the tail pipe and parcel weight This will be 

charged at cost (£45 approx.). Tubes are supplied in bright condition and look very good. One 

comment from our trial fitter is that the car is quite loud, I am afraid that this is a feature of 

stainless exhaust systems. 

I have wrapped the exhaust box of my system in heat resisting ceramic tape, this is effective. I 

advise doing this before fitting as it is a pain to do in situ even with a ramp  

2.2 litre Head Gaskets 

One of our suppliers has notified us that they are producing 2.2 litre head gaskets, these have 

been difficult to source for some time and Pegasus has supplied our last remaining example so 

that a side by side comparison can be made. As soon as these gaskets are available we will let 

you know 

Andy Gibbs 
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For Sale 

405 overriders for sale 

Full set of 405 overriders in new condition triple plated to a very high standard £500 +pp 

Contact Mike Wilcox mailto:mikegwilcox@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wanted 

Bristol 411 series 1 or 2 

A BODA Member is looking for a Bristol 411 Series 1 or 2 (single headlamp model) in good 

overall condition. 

Please contact David Roxburgh, email david.b.roxburgh@btinternet.com  or tel. 07979 792223 

 

 

mailto:mikegwilcox@gmail.com
mailto:david.b.roxburgh@btinternet.com
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Events 

South West Region 

Having volunteered to become the SW Co-Ordinator l was asked by our Webmaster, Richard 

Sanderson, if l would put together my brief history. Therefore having been at the sharp end in 

the car industry for 37 years and owning a Bristol 406 for some 45 years, here goes. 

I started my working life as an apprentice engineer at a very heavy engineering company. They 

manufactured Hydro Electric Turbine generating sets and very large compressors. There we could 

turn up to 35’ dia and plane up to 40’ in length. I finished my time in the Turbine drawing office 

then moved to a Sintered component manufacturer as a press tool designer. Finally, I moved to 

the car industry as production designer becoming Chief Designer for Axles and Suspension 

machining and assembly. 

Then a slight change to Principal Engineer, Supplier Quality Assurance covering almost everything 

at times but mainly engines and gearboxes, air suspension and active roll control and short run 

preproduction parts.  

I was heavily involved in setting up BODA some months before our inaugural  steering committee 

meeting took place hence my membership number 003. I went on to be the Spares & Technical 

Support officer for the next 10 years. We have come a long way since those early days and l am 

pleased to have contributed to its continued success. 

The role of SW Co-Ordinator is not to be confused with that of an Events Organiser. This is how I 

see it working :- A member wants to organise an event or knows there’s an event taking place in 

the SW that members may want to attend. The member would find out the details and let the 

Co-Ordinator know who will check that the date of that event does not clash with any others 

already booked. These events would be additional to the overall club events so as not to split the 

attendees. The membership nationally is well spread out with only a few local groups that can 

hold an event where numbers can gather therefore the committee are trying to generate the 

contact of members outside of the main club calendar. Then it’s up to individuals to play their 

part in getting the best of being a club member.  
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Down in Cornwall well before lockdown, l approached the five members we have to see what 

would be of interest. I asked them as individuals would they like the following with an interesting 

result. 

Would they like a regular monthly meeting? ( answer no ) 

Would they like to have to attend some of the local shows? ( answer not keen on sitting around 

in a field all day unless there’s other attractions for the spouses to do ) 

Finally, would they each wish to host a technical event at their home starting with myself as l 

have a four poster lift? ( answer yes with some hesitation  

No-one was sure how it would turn out including me. However we have held a number of these 

now and they have been, l believe, a great success. Everybody has done something in the months 

since the last time we met (about 4 times per year if weather is kind). 

With such a small group we get on well and have had a few Sunday lunches with our partners 

and on three occasions had some distant guests attend. 

Well, I hope l have given you all something to think about.  Let me know if you also have any 

thoughts on how we might get the best enjoyment from being a BODA member 

Here are some of open events taking place that l am not organising but probably attending a 

couple of them. (Already shown in the May Newsletter!) 

• Wadebridge Wheels - Royal Cornwall Show Grounds - 17th July 2022. A very large show 

held over one day, the show ground has many tarmac roadways therefore usually a very 

short run on the grass to get in position. : enquiries@wadebridgewheels.co.uk   

• Mount Edgcumbe Park, Cremyll, Torpoint, Cornwall PL10 1HL - 7th Aug 2022. I have never 

been but am told its good. : carshow@fsmailing.net.     or   01752 822850 

• Fowey Classic Car Show and Parade.   - 17th Aug 2022. Never been but sounds good fun. 

The parade through the town starts 3.30 pm till 6.00pm: foweyclassiccars@gmail.com 

• Stithians Agricultural Show   - 11th July 2022. I will be attending this show with the 406; 

there’s usually only about 25 cars but it’s just a good day out if the weather’s fine. There’s 

lots of trade stands and all sort of crafts and displays to distract from just cars and 

motorbikes. information@stithians.show 

South West Region (contd.) 

mailto:enquiries@wadebridgewheels.co.uk
mailto:carshow@fsmailing.net
mailto:foweyclassiccars@gmail.com
mailto:information@stithians.show
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South West Region (contd.) 

Most of these type of events are usually free for driver and passenger. However due to safety 

reasons no car movements are allowed between 10am and 6pm unless a given emergency. That 

indicates that you need to be at the ground between 8.00am and 9.50am at latest. 

John Lawley, email 

BODA South West Region Coordinator 

 

 

Shelsley Walsh Classic Nostalgia 

This event is now in its 11th year and has in the past been a great venue to see a selection of 

interesting cars and view a great sporting event, see www.classicnostalgia.co.uk .  It would be 

possible to organise a BODA event if we had sufficient members interested in attending.   

Entry to the event is £15 per person if you come in a pre-1985 vehicle, (£20 in a newer vehicle) 

so the cost is not huge and if there is interest, it would be planned to register BODA to attend 

on Sunday 17 July.  If you are interested please contact Mike Hallissey by 5 July.  If there is 

sufficient interest we will book a club space and bring the BODA flags and gazebo if it has been 

delivered. 

Mike Hallissey 

 

 

 

 

mailto:lawleyjr@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.classicnostalgia.co.uk/
mailto:mikehallissey@icloud.com
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NEC Classic Motor Show 2022 – Call for Cars! 

 

Join us at the UK’s biggest and best Classic Motor Show Lancaster Insurance Classic Motor 

Show, with discovery+ Friday 11 - Sunday 13 November 2022 NEC Birmingham 

Save by booking tickets in advance at www.necclassicmotorshow.com 

Club members save £4 off single-day adult tickets or £2 off other ticket types by quoting the 

club code published on the show advert in the Newsletter above   

Book tickets by 20 October to help your club earn additional benefits, club ticket discounts 

available until 10 November. 
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NEC Classic Motor Show 2022 (contd.) 

The NEC in Birmingham is this year from 11 to 13 November and BODA will again have a stand. 

Last year we were very late in starting our preparations so this year we are starting early with the 

aim of preparing an interesting exhibit showing off Bristol cars, encouraging people to buy them 

and hopefully also join BODA. 

We are looking for members who would like to take the opportunity to show their car at this 

year’s event. So if you would like to do this or discuss the possibilities, please get in touch with 

John Tanner at john.tanner7@btopenworld.com. 

Don’t forget that volunteer helpers have free entry! 

 

 

 

 

Bristol 450 in the rain Bristol 450 engine 

mailto:john.tanner7@btopenworld.com?subject=NEC%20Show
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Reporting on the SMC International Rally 

My Blenheim and I turned out to be the only BODA attendees this year, although several SMC 

members recalled earlier years when a good few had been present. We came third in the Open 

Modern class, losing out to a virtually showroom-condition Jaguar XJ and an equally pristine 

Mazda RX6. 

There were Standards of all ages, and as far as I could understand all had made it under their own 

power, although a couple, including the 1913 model S “Rhyl” sadly had to be trailered home. 

We were treated to a fine selection of vehicles. Standard 10s from the 50’s were well 

represented, as well as Vanguards, including a splendid early Mk1. Some rarities like a 1956 

Vanguard Sportsman, to my mind looking a bit like a Rover. 

The venue was the hotel car park at Cranfield University Management College rather than a 
farmers field, which had one disadvantage - no van with bacon rolls on arrival! But on the other 
hand the bar had a good choice of reasonably priced and slightly more sophisticated lunch 
choices. Nice shady area for the control tent, announcements, prize-giving and 
spares/memorabilia sales, and all-in-all an interesting day out. 
Robin Oakes 
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Shetland Impressions from Andy Gibbs 

 

 

 

Bristol 405 2-door BB6 engine in 405 2-door 

“Must be BODA members, 

they are all so well dressed!” 
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Newsletter Club contacts 

BODA Events 
Andy Gibbs    andrew.gibbs2@btinternet.com  07739 461086 

BODA Newsletter Editors  
Paul Smith    smithpng@yahoo.co.uk   07850 789392 

Andy Gibbs    andrew.gibbs2@btinternet.com  07739 461086 

Richard Sanderson   home@rmsanderson.de  0049 4167 92012 

Pegasus Spares co-ordinator 
Bill Lawson    wamlawson@ntlworld.com  01642 317236 

BODA Committee Chair 
Mike Hallissey    mikehallissey@icloud.com  07973 214569 

BODA Membership Secretary 
Jane Smith    smithjuk@yahoo.co.uk   07962 209353 

Bristol Owners Heritage Trust 
Dr Stefan Cembrowicz   stefancembrowicz@gmail.com  07768 295084 

BODA Website Manager 
Richard Sanderson   home@rmsanderson.de  +49416792012 

BODAcious Editor 
Richard Baines    rw140356@gmail.com   07931 570514 

BODA Technical support 
Geoff Kingston     geoffkingston15@btinternet.com 01348 874642 

Regional Coordinators 
South East  Ian Dixon Potter xkeidp@gmail.com  

South West   John Lawley  lawleyjr@yahoo.co.uk  

Ireland  Keith Pearson  keithpearson1913@gmail.com  

mailto:andrew.gibbs2@btinternet.com
mailto:smithpng@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:andrew.gibbs2@btinternet.com
mailto:home@rmsanderson.de
mailto:wamlawson@ntlworld.com
mailto:mikehallissey@icloud.com
mailto:smithjuk@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:stefancembrowicz@gmail.com
mailto:home@rmsanderson.de
mailto:rw140356@gmail.com
mailto:geoffkingston15@btinternet.com
mailto:xkeidp@gmail.com
mailto:lawleyjr@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:keithpearson1913@gmail.com

