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Welcome
No sooner have we become used to normal service resuming with car
shows and tours in profusion than the season is winding down.
The weather has been good, too good in some areas, many car clubs
have been evident in the lakes. Triumph TRs of all types were buzzing
around the usual hot spots today The high passes have seen many
classics and a new route around the western lakes has been promoted
by the Lake District tourist organisation, let’s hope it is not as over
populated as the NE 600 around Scotland.
The next weeks will see the formal business of the club getting under
way. As always we are looking for people to join the club committee, if
you have the time and drive to help move the club forward please
contact Mike Hallissey to include you in the selection process which is
conducted at the AGM.
We have seen a number of newly restored cars this year, next year
should see further cars on the show scene if the reports and parts sales
are anything to judge by. Pegasus has had a very busy year, the new
windscreen rubber has sold very well which is perhaps an indication of
the number of windscreens fitted
Enjoy your cars
Andy

NEC 2022 – Call for
Help



406 Badges



The Wonder Book

Andy Gibbs, Paul Smith and Richard Sanderson
August 2022
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Chairs Bits
I started August with great intentions but things do not always work out when you are driving a
classic. I had intended to join some members for the event at Rushden and set off bright and
early to head down the M6 and A14. The drive to the motorway was fine but as I accelerated
towards 60 the car started to hunt, a sure sign of fuel starvation. I had so far this year just
pottered around locally and not much above 40. As always odd thoughts go through your
mind, I had filed up the previous evening: was there water in the fuel? Anyway, it was time to
turn round and I headed home which was a real disappointment. After further trials, the
working diagnosis a small split in the fuel pump diaphragm so a new pump is on the way so
fingers crossed this resolves things This reminded me of the concerns over the addition of
alcohol to fuel and the impact this might have on our cars but also our expectation that cars
just work. Modern cars are generally remarkably reliable and we forget the joys of motoring in
the 60’s when cars not starting was not that rare an event and many had a can of Bradex Easy
Start to give it a kick.
You will all have had a message about the event at Caffeine and Machine on 13 September, all
are welcome. I hope we might make this a regular meeting, perhaps every 2 or 3 months if
members wish, just let me know. Clearly this event is fine for those in the centre of the country
but we are keen for others to arrange things in other areas and the committee can provide
some support if required to make things happen. Another event which has been a focus for
Bristols over the years is the Castle Coombe Classic which this year is on Saturday 24
September. I hope to be there as this has always been a good day of racing and worth
considering.
We are approaching the time for the AGM which we will be holding in the Autumn. We will let
members have details of this in the coming weeks once the accounts have been returned from
the accountants. As always we are keen to have fresh members on the committee so if you feel
able to make a small contribution of your time to keep the Association running do get in touch.
We will have a stand at the NEC Classic Car Show and need your support to man the stand so
put the dates in your diary, 11 – 13 November. If you feel able to help out with building the
stand on 10 November or can help with the stand on the other days, let John Tanner know, this
will give you access to the show and help build the presence of the Association.
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The membership is greatest asset of the Association so if you can spread the word and build
the membership more will benefit from the work and knowledge of the whole group. Enjoy
your car, drive it when you can, spread the word and enjoy the rest of the driving season
months.
Mike Hallissey

Membership Matters
Welcome to New Members
542

David

Haith

dhaith328@gmail.com

07834864030

Lincolnshire

543

Sinclair

Forrest

sinclair.forrest7@gmail.com

07829757733

Jersey

544

Christopher

Dady

cmdady@btinternet.com

07780550047

Norfolk

Note: If you have difficulties logging on to the BODA website don't hesitate to contact our
membership secretary Jane Smith at memsec@bristoloda.org
Jane Smith, Membership Secretary

At the Bletchingley Arms, 27 August
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The First 404 (contd.)
(With thanks to INRacing and Nick Gatehouse, the owner of the 404 for supplying and allowing
us to use this article. Click here to download the article as a pdf.)
However, for the sake of clarity the Editors feel they must point out the following:
 As stated in the July Newsletter, this car is actually the second protype 404 after “the
Bomb”, chassis 2001. “The first real 404 with detachable fin, but this was dropped” (Jack
Channer’s words to distinguish it from the Bomb). See “Bristol Cars” by Christopher
Balfour, 2009 and “The Channer Lecture”, BOC Bulletins 38 & 39, 1975.

The first prototype 404
development car, chassis 2000,
The first prototype 404 development car,
pictured in the July Newsletter, was
known as ‘The Bomb’
known as ‘The Bomb’.

The 404 was not developed in
parallel with the 450, they were
entirely separate programmes. The
road car derived from the 450 (the
225 and 240) was much later and
cancelled in 1955.

The rear fin was developed on
chassis 2000, and fitted to 2001 but
later removed as not being necessary

Some are convinced the
intake shape was based on the Brabazon nacelle intakes. In conversation with John Hobbs,
his father, Dudley Hobbs commented that the similarity between the two was more likely
to have been the result of a subconscious influence, bearing in mind the aeroplane ethos
which pervaded the Bristol organisation. See “Design and the Bristol Car” by John Hobbs,
2019, Butterfield Press.
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The Joys of Selling a Car
Below is a list of some of the work done on a 401 I currently have for sale, some of it I did myself,
a lot I had professional help on and as we all know that does not come cheap, though it does pay
to shop around especially when it comes to having the car painted. These details are extracted
from the sales advert hence the various options mentioned.

















It has been fitted with a Bristol Cars factory rebuilt 85c engine done by and Eden Holder
purchased directly from Bristol Cars just before they went into receivership for the first
time.
Original gearbox checked over and fitted with new clutch, also remote change gear lever
which I will leave on the car if it makes a fair price.
New pre engaged starter motor, dynamo rebuilt and new control box.
Extensive structural repairs undertaken on the chassis and out riggers etc to address all
the usual problem areas 401's & 403's suffer from.
All brake pipes renewed, all wheel and master cylinder replaced and remote reservoir on
bulkhead to make checking and top up of fluid easy.
All wiring checked, all good and functional, all bullet connectors replaced, all instruments
except clock work.
New control cables for bonnet, fuel filler and underwing air vents.
Enots one shot system checked over and fully functional.
New spring and handbrake gaiters.
New Bentley headlights, new rear lights inc chrome surrounds have been fitted, led bulbs
all round inc flashing trafficators , rear lamps have been reconfigured with two stop and
tail led bulbs each side to improve safety and discrete led reversing and fog lamps have
been fitted.
Wheels have been shot blasted and powder coated in silver, they are the later and better
405 type, fitted with new Vredestein radial tyres, good correct hub caps and badges and
some of the body badges are new old stock not reproduction which I purchased in the
early 80's.
Head lining is good but needs some work round rear window, a new wood frame for the
rear window which this is tacked to is included.
The seats have been retrimmed as have the door cards though the latter have not been
refitted pending the repaint.
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The Joys of Selling a Car (contd.)

















The car will need new carpets.
The original sun visors are with it but nor fitted.
The side window chrome is original and good, the screen surround not so good, could
easily be re chromed or one already done may be available by negotiation. A new screen
rubber is included. All door and side window seals are available from BODA.
The bumper blades and over riders will need re chroming but a set of new custom made
and chromed over riders may be available by negotiation.
There is an original jack with the car
All door locks work and the often missing Zeni key is with it.
The radiator has been rebuilt new hoses and fan belts fitted.
Winterburn capacitor discharge ignition system fitted.
Very minor bodywork and the removal of the remaining paint will be needed before the
car is resprayed, it was originally Cambridge grey.
It is on its original registration number has been owned by me since 1976 and spent all its
time with me before and after work commenced on the renovation in 2015 properly
stored including currently in an air chamber in my garage having been moved out of my
workshop at the end of last year.
Fitted with stainless steel exhaust supplied by Bristol Cars.
Comes with original handbook, full photographic record of the work done , bills for most
of the parts used, some were acquired over the last 40 years and some of the bills for my
mechanic/ welders labour and work done by a local engineer.
For those that prefer an original style steering wheel one is available but the woodrim
and alloy one on the car was on it when it was advertised for sale in Motor Sport in 1968."

Over the past 9 to 12 months I have varied the asking price several times to try and pitch it against
other cars especially project cars, I had two serious and good offers for the engine and another
enquiry for the engine and gearbox plus two regarding the remote change lever.
One thing is certain you could not buy a complete or incomplete project car and get it to this
stage for the price I am asking.
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The Joys of Selling a Car (contd.)
The aim has never been to make a show car so while a bit of a tidy up of the engine bay was
undertaken it was not detailed to show standard, suspension and steering was checked and all
seemed good so new gaiters were fitted, it was not ripped apart for powder coating and detailing
as an 'advisor' to one potential buyer of the car suggested to his client. He had never worked on
a Bristol before and when he ran his fingers along the shut lines on the door and with supposed
great knowledge said to the client we'll have to do something about this they are far too tight,
for some reason I managed to overcome the urge to tap him on the shoulder and tell him to look
at the doors on the other 401 behind him. My mechanic pal was there and took the potential
buyer for a drive
There was however this constant talk of stripping the car down for detailing before painting from
the advisor who I sensed was going to be doing all the work and looking forward to a nice fat pay
check at the end of the day. After a few days to consult, the client phoned, an offer was made
but it was too low as if apparently if they went higher he had been told they would not make a
profit on the deal! Obviously keen on the car, this was increased slightly but still a fair bit below
the pain threshold especially as I had already reduced the price to a level that didn't cover costs.
After a few days thinking about it and consulting some friends in the trade who told me it was
too low for a car with all that work done, I turned it down. A few months later when the bills
were mounting rapidly on a Range Rover LSE, and yes this one was being detailed and powder
coated and being fully structurally rebuilt, I was sorry to some extent that I had not suggested a
compromise half way as we were not far off the bottom line figure I had already stated.
The reality though was it would still have been a deal I was not happy with, the remote change
lever would have had to come out, the best hub caps, badges, over riders or a full set of stainless
steel bumper trims would have stayed on the shelf as would a decent handbook, parts book and
reprinted workshop manual so it wasn't going to get the best bits I had planned for and therefore
my vision for the project would have been compromised as well.
The following month it was put away in an air chamber where it remains and is likely to be there
for the foreseeable future, as I said to the potential buyer I was losing money on the deal even at
a higher than current asking price so everyone on a project like this should share the pain a little.
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The Joys of Selling a Car (contd.)
The sad fact is however I can probably get all my or most money out of the project by braking the
car for spares and selling the rolling bodyshell off for a more modern engine and box to be fitted.
What I won't get back of course is much if anything to cover my own time but that was never a
key factor or motivation in the first place, and it was fun to see a car off the road for so many
years slowly coming back to life.
Selling a Bristol is not all gloom and doom and wasted hours. Since the first Covid lockdown I sold
my 411, 403 and more recently a few weeks ago another 401, the restoration work on which has
already commenced.
So what is left for sale, one, soon to be two 401's, a manual and an automatic Bentley R Type, a
Bentley S2 and probably a Range Rover LSE, just don't mention powder coating unless you are
looking at the LSE which has had loads done on structural and other parts.

Geoff Kingston
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Musings on life with a Bristol 403
Being asked to write a short book about Aerodynes has had me researching and reminiscing
about my nearly fifty years of ownership of my 1953 Bristol 403. There have been ups and downs,
but mostly it’s a sublime pleasure owning and driving such a beautiful and engaging machine for
so long. Many Bristol owners talk of a smile per mile, and I certainly feel uplifted and invigorated
after a run, however short.
In my early days of ownership, the 403 was our only car and this lasted for many years until our
fourth child arrived which necessitated the inevitable Volvo estate with rear facing back seats to
accommodate a family of six. This was not before we had had many exciting holiday adventures
in the Bristol both at home and abroad.
There was the time in France when the driver’s door catch on the A post decided to snap resulting
in the door having to be lashed closed with aeroelastic (what else?). This meant climbing in
through the passenger door for the rest of the holiday. Now all solved with cast bronze catches
which look indestructible. Another incident, which caused some degree of concern, but then
ended in an element of amusement was when the bonnet blew off on the A46 near Bath,(my
fault). I pursued the errant bonnet over several fields to retrieve it as I new the alloy skin was
ruined, but the frame would be difficult and expensive to replace. Because in those days the car
was covered by standard car insurance, the insurers insisted that I use their approved repairers.
I assured them that as I lived in Bristol it would be more efficient and acceptable to me to have
it repaired at the factory that made them. This was ignored, but they did agree a free courtesy
car which proved to be a mistake for them. This was because when they ordered a new bonnet
from Bristol Cars, they were sent a suitable size sheet of aluminium which they did not know how
to handle. It took them over three months to find a source to enable the bonnet frame to be
repaired and a new aluminium skin to be applied. All this time I had a free courtesy car which
would cost considerably more than having the repair carried out at Filton.
Time passed and the Bristol was less used. Unfortunately, this led to a certain neglect and
deterioration of the Bristol, much to my shame, so when I retired, I commenced a full restoration
to bring the 403 back to its former glory. This was when I found out from Sir George White that
my car was the first 403 to be built and was probably the Earls Court Show car of that year. This
made me even more determined to carry out a comprehensive and appropriate overhaul and
renovation to a high standard.
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Musings on life with a Bristol 403 (contd.)

To this end when it came to the retrim of the car interior I was fortunate to find a Mr Pritchard,
not far from Bristol, who had served his apprenticeship at Filton working on the aerodynes. On
delivering the car to his premises he was so excited, almost before the car came to rest, he
jumped in and tore the maquette off the back of the front passenger seat to see who had signed
off the trimming. Much to his delight it was his apprentice master, Charlie Ford who had taught
him his skills. On finding this out the aged Mr Pritchard did a little jig around the workshop much
to my amusement. On completion of the trimming a further war dance ensued.
There are many anecdotes relating to my long-term ownership of the 403 and it may be that I
recount some others in the future if required.
John Manley
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The Bletchingley Arms Gathering on 27 August
Seventeen Bristols turned up at the Bletchingley Arms in Surrey on 27th August. Most models
were represented, with two examples of the 400 (one of which was the prototype convertible).
Other six cylinder Bristols included a 401, 402, 403, and 406. The eight cylinder cars were
represented by a 410 and four examples of the 411 (two series 4, one series 3 and a series 2).
There were also four examples of the 603 and its derivatives. I asked the owners of each of the
Bristols if they knew who the first owners of their cars were. Surprisingly, most didn't know
with only five exceptions:
Daniel Jones' 603 was actually
owned by Bristol Cars Ltd initially,
being registered with their
company plate, MPH 100, in May
of 1977, and subsequently used as
a press car. Its first “real owner”
was advertising agency Allen,
Brady & Marsh of London, who
acquired the car in November of
1978.
Andrew Messent's 406 was first owned by Colonel E Gould of Upwey in Dorset who was
registered as owner on 16th Feb 1960.
Adrian Gates' 400 is likely to have been owned by the speed record breaker Donald Campbell. If
anyone out there can help clarify this, please let me know and I'll pass on the information to
Adrian. If early service records or the original 'advice of despatch' from Anthony Crook Motors
to the first owner are available, these might shed some light on the situation.
Steven Parker's 400 Convertible's first use was as a
loan car for the 1947 Geneva Motor show and the first
registered owner was Alan Marshall, Esq of W.R.
Wilkinson & Co. Ltd., of Pontefract the famous
manufacturer of Liquorice Pontefract (or Pomfret)
Cakes.
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The Bletchingly Arms Gathering on 27 August (contd.)
Finally, my own 1972 411 Series 2 was first owned by
Victor Gauntlett who lived in Surrey. At the time he
was the founder of Pace Petroleum (which is an ideal
job if you're running a 6.3 litre Bristol) and he later
owned Aston Martin Lagonda Ltd.
Perhaps I shouldn't have been surprised that
information about the first owners of most of the
Bristol's present at the gathering has become lost in mists of time, although to my mind, one of
the pleasures of owning an old and interesting car is researching its history.
It used to be possible to apply to the DVLA using their form V888 and they would promptly
provide photocopies of the original log book and details of all previous owners' names and
addresses along with information on changes of registration and colour etc. The information
would take the form of a thick wad of A4 photocopies.
Times have changed. Nowadays the DVLA work is contracted out to a private agency and
response to a vehicle records enquiry takes several months. Even after waiting several months
a common response is that they are unable to provide any information because of the General
Data Protection Regulation.
They hide behind the GDPR as a means of avoiding the small effort of checking their archive. In
fact all the GDPR prohibits is the release of the names and addresses of previous owners. The
DVLA can still release the dates of any change of ownership, registration number and colour
(and in which town any such changes took place). In theory they can also release the names of
previous owners if they're deceased or if the previous owner was a limited company.
Owner's clubs used to be another useful source of information but they are also bound by the
GDPR even though the application of the regulation to this kind of research is both pedantic
and ridiculous. Prior to the introduction of the GDPR I contacted many previous owners of my
cars and every single one of them was delighted to talk about the car they once owned and
cherished.
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The Bletchingly Arms Gathering on 27 August (contd.)
The next Bristol gathering at the Bletchingley Arms will take place on 29th October from 9am to
11.30am. It would also be good to see some Bristols at the Four Counties Classic which takes
place at The Bletchingley Arms on the first and third Saturdays of every month also from 9am to
11.30am. Please contact Ian if you have any questions
Ian Dixon Potter
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NEC Classic Motor Show 2022 – Call for Help!

Join us at the UK’s biggest and best Classic Motor Show Lancaster Insurance Classic Motor
Show, with discovery+ Friday 11 - Sunday 13 November 2022 NEC Birmingham
Save by booking tickets in advance at www.necclassicmotorshow.com
Club members save £4 off single-day adult tickets or £2 off other ticket types by quoting the
club code published on the show advert in the Newsletter above
Book tickets by 20 October to help your club earn additional benefits, club ticket discounts
available until 10 November.
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NEC Classic Motor Show 2022 (contd.)
The NEC in Birmingham is this year from 11 to 13 November and BODA will again have a stand.
Last year we were very late in starting our preparations so this year we are starting early with the
aim of preparing an interesting exhibit showing off Bristol cars, encouraging people to buy them
and hopefully also join BODA.
We are looking for members who would like to take the opportunity to show their car at this
year’s event and to help man the BODA stand. So if you would like to do this or discuss the
possibilities, please get in touch with John Tanner at john.tanner7@btopenworld.com.
Don’t forget that volunteer helpers have free entry!

Nice German registered 411 S1
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406 Badges Available
Gladman and Norman
Original makers of the Bristol Badges
Jewellery Quarter Birmingham

The upper left hand image shows the die used to make 102 Bristol shields. After that stage the
tooling became unusable. Without spending hundreds of pounds to re-equip the tooling, that
means there will be no more shields made which are integral to the Pegasus and Roundel
badges. 70% of the shields have been used on a mix of Pegasus badges and Bristol Roundels
(die in right hand image) so depending on demand a few more Roundels or Pegasus badges (1/3
sold) could be made - but this is likely to be the last opportunity to obtain any of these items.
Shield

£36

Bristol roundel (includes shield)

£97

Pegasus badge (includes shield)

£121

(Insured postage £8 extra, please contact Brian Ridley-Jones
NB the Pegasus badge that I unwrapped for my own use needed the obverse tabs folding to
secure the shield, as will all others.
Brian Ridley-Jones
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The Wonder Book Series for Young People
Back in the day when I was still young and
interested in all things technical, there was a
wonderful series of books for young people by
Ward, Lock called “The Wonder Books”. Some of
the more mature amongst us may well
remember them. My father bought me The
Wonder Book of Motors (also for him), Railways
(I was a keen train spotter) and Aircraft (I
eventually went into the industry and at that
time the airshows such as at Farnborough always
featured new, experimental aircraft to whet the
appetite).
Unfortunately attrition has taken its toll and I no
longer have these books. However a few years
ago I was visiting an Antiques Fair at Westonbirt
School in Gloucestershire and at the first stand I
came to there were three volumes of The
Wonder Book of Motors from the late 1930’s,
1940’s and 1950’s including in one even a few
photos of Bristols. I spent some time leafing
through them and of course had to buy them. In the meantime they have given me great pleasure
as they are so well illustrated and well written, They are from a time when motoring was a
pleasure and an adventure!
So I have copied some of the best illustrations from both technical and motoring subjects and
will add one or two to each Newsletter over the next few months. Hope you enjoy them and they
will take you back to a different age!
The illustration here is from the cover of the book from the 1930’s entitled “The Romance of the
Road” – not much romance on the roads these days!
Richard Sanderson
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Newsletter Club contacts
BODA Events
Andy Gibbs

andrew.gibbs2@btinternet.com

07739 461086

smithpng@yahoo.co.uk
andrew.gibbs2@btinternet.com
home@rmsanderson.de

07850 789392
07739 461086
0049 4167 92012

wamlawson@ntlworld.com

01642 317236

mikehallissey@icloud.com

07973 214569

smithjuk@yahoo.co.uk

07962 209353

stefancembrowicz@gmail.com

07768 295084

home@rmsanderson.de

+49416792012

rw140356@gmail.com

07931 570514

geoffkingston15@btinternet.com

01348 874642

BODA Newsletter Editors
Paul Smith
Andy Gibbs
Richard Sanderson

Pegasus Spares co-ordinator
Bill Lawson

BODA Committee Chair
Mike Hallissey

BODA Membership Secretary
Jane Smith

Bristol Owners Heritage Trust
Dr Stefan Cembrowicz

BODA Website Manager
Richard Sanderson

BODAcious Editor
Richard Baines

BODA Technical support
Geoff Kingston

Regional Coordinators
South East
South West
Ireland

Ian Dixon Potter
John Lawley
Keith Pearson

xkeidp@gmail.com
lawleyjr@yahoo.co.uk
keithpearson1913@gmail.com
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